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RAMONA RESIDENT SPECIAL!

$69*
Drain Clearing

Any drain, any day
*Must have Ramona address.

Some Restrictions Apply. Call For Details. Expires 7/31/2021

Plumbing Quotes are always

For Ramona Residents!
FREE

No gimmicks or hidden fees!

Faucet Repair / Replace
Toilet Repair / Replace
Shower Valve Repair / Replace
Water Heater Repair / Replace
Garbage Disposal Repair / Install
Water Line Repair / Replace
Whole House Repipe / Re-routes
Gas Line Repair / Replace
Hydro-Jetting Services
Leak Detection
Video Sewer Inspection
Sewer Line Repair / ReplaceO
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No Job Is Too Big or Too Small!

Team Rooter-Man Is Here For You!

FOR LOCAL SERVICE, CALL

(760) 789-0585
www.sdrooterman.com

Team Rooter-Man Is Here For You!

Chandler
Jose

Luis

PET OF THE WEEK!

Proud Supporters of
Frosted Faces

frostedfacesfoundation.org
Visit

RAMONA’S BIGGEST &
BEST PLUMBING COMPANY

A Division of Brockmire Plumbing Services License #665514

Meet Barbie
Beagle - Female
(short coat)

After a lengthy U.S. Air Force career working on
hush-hush reconnaissance projects when satellite
technology was just emerging, Jim Hane has
settled into an even quieter life tending his
gardens in Ramona with his wife, Louise.

Hane enlisted in the Air Force in 1962, when he
was 20 years old. He spent the next 27 years in the
military, retiring from duty in 1989. He still can’t
talk much about his role in the armed forces, he
said, but he hints that it involved “denied area”
intelligence gathering during the Cold War.

Faced with being drafted by the U.S. Army as
the nation was building up to the Vietnam War,
Hane joined the Air Force, where he was offered
an educational program. 

He already had two years with a community 

Jim Hane keeps photos and plaques in his Ramona garage that remind
him of his Air Force career.

Louise and Jim Hane moved from Sunnyvale to a 3-plus-acre home in
Ramona in 2017.

PHOTOS BY JULIE GALLANT

Ramona resident Jim Hane’s Air Force experiences are still his best-kept secret
Retiree remembers working on satellite systems involved in reconnaissance missions

BY JULIE GALLANT

SEE AIR FORCE , A17

The County of San
Diego releases the latest
COVID-19 statistics,
including number of
fatalities and confirmed
cases, each evening.
Confirmed cases are
also announced by ZIP
code.

Latest local
confirmed COVID-19
cases per county
officials. Data through
July 12 — 284,647
countywide, including
3,785 deaths, out of
5,316,152 reported
tests. 

In Ramona, as of July
12 there are 2,627 total
confirmed cases, an
increase of 16 cases
since the last report. In
addition, 16,215 people
have had at least one
dose of vaccine.

For more
information, visit
https://bit.ly/3kcyUX4 

COVID-19
cases in
Ramona and
San Diego
County

WARRIOR SALUTE
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Every Voice Matters
Submit Your Comments Today!

Provide feedback on the draft
2021 Regional Plan and attend
a SANDAG virtual open house.

SDForward.com
Comments accepted through August 6, 2021

college and was able to complete a bachelor’s
degree at the University of Tennessee in two
years. He graduated in 1965 with a bachelor’s
in statistics from UT, followed by a master’s
in management science from USC, which he
says is equivalent to an MBA with a strong
emphasis in statistics. 

“The big payoff was I was assigned to
officer training school after graduating from
the University of Tennessee,” Hane said
while reclining in a patio chair in the
backyard of his more than 3,000-square-foot
Ramona home. “My first active duty
assignment after being commissioned as an
officer was in Sunnyvale, California. It was a
unique working environment.”

Hane reflected on how different his life
was in the military compared to his peaceful
life now on a spacious property near Wildcat
Canyon Road. He said he enjoys the freedom
of retirement, and spends his time
gardening, just as he did growing up in rural
Indiana.

Hane can always revisit his past years with
the military — he has a memorabilia wall in
his garage that includes a plaque that
contains a parachute line and a piece of a
satellite capsule that was recovered after it
had flown in space and landed back on
Earth. The wall also has photos of satellites
surrounded by the signatures of former
co-workers. 

“Now the names on them are more
important to me than the actual pictures,”
he said. 

In his prime military years, Hane said
tensions were building between the United
States and the Soviet Union, which had
begun shooting down U.S. reconnaissance
aircraft on information-gathering missions
in Soviet airspace. Consequently, the U.S.
strategically shifted to satellites for those
types of missions, he said.

An Air Force Satellite Control Facility was
constructed in Sunnyvale in the early ‘60s
and six ground stations were built around
the world to monitor satellites orbiting
Earth, Hane said. Military officials provided
instructions to the satellites, tracked their
movements and read data the satellites were
collecting as they flew around the world in
low orbits or at high altitudes.

Hane was assigned to work at the Satellite
Control Facility just as the military was
moving away from reconnaissance aircraft
and ramping up operations on satellites. He
started as an entry-level 2nd lieutenant who
did technical work on the computers and

handled the day-to-day business of running
and operating the satellites. Over the years
he rose to the rank of colonel, retiring as a
commander at the site, he said.

“As I was in longer and longer, I achieved
higher ranks and moved from direct
operations into management and operations
chief,” he said. “When I retired in 1989 I had
been the commander of the Satellite Control
Facility. I retired as a full colonel.”

Hane said during his time at the facility he
was involved in the “Black Air Force,” an
arm of the military branch that was
shrouded in secrecy for purposes related to
intelligence gathering.

“I could never talk about what we were
doing in the 1960s and ’70s,” he said. “Since
then much has become declassified and I
don’t know the current technology. But at
the time I could not admit to what we were
doing. We were just trying to keep
knowledge from the Soviets. 

“They knew we were doing it but we didn’t
want them to know how we were doing it or
how well. The less any one person knew
about anything, the less likely damage could
be done.”

Large U.S. companies such as Control Data
Corporation and later IBM were involved in
providing software and equipment needed
to run the satellites and take pictures from
space, he said.

“I’m sure our national programs are still
highly classified,” said Hane, adding that
cyber warfare is becoming more prevalent
between the two nations today. “Now that
I’m no longer involved and I don’t have a
security clearance, there’s no way for me to
keep up with what’s going on.”

After retiring from the Air Force in 1989,
Hane continued to manage staff involved in
satellites at Martin Marietta in Sunnyvale.
The chemical, aerospace and electronics firm
merged with Lockheed Corp. in 1995 to
form Lockheed Martin. Hane retired from
Lockheed Martin in 2000.

His work at Lockheed Martin was a change
of pace. While he had worked with several
hundred people at the Satellite Control
Facility for the military, at the private
enterprise he was working with several
thousand employees and contractors, he
said. He was also involved with corporate
giants General Electric and Eastman Kodak,
who participated in satellite technology.

Hane wound down his career by working
at a golf course for a couple of years and then
in a church office where he met his current
wife, Louise. It was a second marriage for
both of them. Jim and Louise had lived
together in Sunnyvale, south of San
Francisco Bay, for some years when they
were motivated to leave by the development
of a massive Apple technology company

complex two blocks from their home. 
After visiting Louise Hane’s son, Bob

Rathmell in Santa Ysabel a few times, the
couple set their sights on a piece of property
in Ramona. They sold their house in
Sunnyvale and moved to Ramona in
February 2017.

With their property stretching across 3 1/2
acres, the couple have plenty of room to
dabble in gardening.

Part of the land is in a watershed
protection area that can’t be developed, but
they’ve landscaped remaining areas with
grass, flowers and a greenhouse.

Jim Hane said he learned gardening
techniques from his father, Lester Hane,
while growing up in rural Indiana.

“My dad used gardening to feed the family
for several years and it was my responsibility
to take care of the garden,” he said. “When I
was a kid I didn’t like gardening because it
was a lot of work. As I grew up, I got more
pleasure out of it.”

Hane built a 10-foot-by-20-foot enclosure
in his backyard last winter where he grows
cherry tomatoes, tomatoes, corn,
strawberries and other assorted fruit and
vegetable plants. The enclosure keeps the
birds and squirrels out of his garden and a
wire mesh surrounding the wood beams can
be removed as needed to harvest the
produce.

Hane was careful not to overdo the
construction, though, because he had been
diagnosed with cancer in his esophagus,
which is the tube that runs from the throat
to the stomach, in fall 2019.

“When my ulcer ruptured and bled into
my stomach, that’s when I went to the
hospital and was diagnosed,” he said.

Hane went through six weeks of radiation
therapy and chemotherapy, and after
recovering, went to UCSD Cancer Center to
get his esophagus replaced. Hane said he
endured a seven-hour surgery and six weeks
of recovery in the hospital in April and May
2020.

“March was when COVID hit,” Louise
Hane said. “He took his suitcase into the
hospital by himself. That was traumatic for
me.”

Jim Hane said the timing may have been
fortuitous, though, because he believes he
received more attention in the intensive care
unit and main floors of the hospital because
the nurses and staff were on high alert
during the coronavirus.

“So far, all the tests and imaging indicate I
have no cancer anywhere — they got it all,”
he said. “I hope that’s true.”

FROM AIR FORCE , A2

Jim Hane built this 10-by-20-foot garden structure while he was recovering from
esophageal cancer last fall.

JULIE GALLANT


